
Greece. Both are eager to tell me how happy 
they are with the university, that the facilities on 
offer and the standard of tutoring are equally 
excellent.

So what is Ipswich like as a student 
destination? “I was slightly worried before I 
came as England has a reputation for problems 
with street crime, but I’ve not seen any,” Alex 
tells me. The consensus on the nightlife, 
though, is ‘could do better’. The Swan gets a 
predictable nod of approval and The Plough is 
rated as decent for food. But the clubs get the 
thumbs down. “The music’s shit,” says George. 
“Too much cheese. I like hip hop, drum and 
bass, dubstep… If there were some nights on 
like that it would be so much better.”

Walking further round to Duke Street there are 
some more student essentials: Tesco Express, 
a fish and chip shop and a pizza place doing 
lunch for a fiver. Here I speak to Alex Hartley, 
who is from South Woodford in east London 
and is in his first year of his Games Design 
degree. I ask him if he misses the bright lights 
of the city. “I haven’t had a chance to explore 
properly but the town centre seems nice,” he 
says. “There’s like one club though and it’s 
terrible.”

The draw for Alex was not nightlife though, but 
the academic side of things. “The course is 
pretty good, getting quite intense now,” he tells 

care subjects are definitely most popular, like 
nursing and radiology.” He directs me in my 
search towards the Athena halls of residence, 
five minutes further up the docks.

The Athena halls housing 600 students is 
next to the impressive new James Hehir 
teaching building which opens in the new 
year and contains six floors of teaching 
facilities and, importantly, the new Students 
Union bar, Kai. Both are in keeping with the 
feel of the campus: large modern structures 
with the requisite expanses of glass. They sit 
comfortably alongside the private housing 
developments nearby. The halls are nicely 
presented and equipped inside with sociable 
four to six room ‘cluster flats’ and a common 
area. Again, I am almost surprised how 
appealing this would be to any new arrival.

It is here I see the first signs of student life. 
I collar a couple of lads on their way out; 
George, who has come from Penzance to 
study photography, and Alex who has made 
the even more impressive journey over from 

A couple sits in the window of Theta cafe in the 
Waterfront Building, sketching the vista looking 
out to the marina. I can’t blame them. Amongst 
hundreds of masts, the regenerated waterfront 
with partially constructed buildings of glass 
and concrete tower above. The DanceEast 
building and the bars and restaurants add to 
a landscape almost unrecognisable to how it 
was only a few years ago. Half of the room is 
an art gallery exhibiting UCS students and the 
sparse décor of concrete and walls, painted 
blocks of white or red, enhance the art gallery 
ambiance. It is quiet in the building today, 
regardless though there is a real feel of change 
about the place. Almost to my surprise, this 
feels very much like a dynamic and exciting 
place of learning.

The café itself has only 20 people in it now, in 
part down to it being Reading Week, though 
mostly due to the crack-of-dawn time of 
11.30am. I’ve obviously been out of education 
for too long. A few tutors with thick-rimmed 
spectacles grab coffees, but where are the 
students?

Rob Lister, Admissions Officer at UCS, assures 
me they are here, and in greater numbers than 
ever before. “Our recent applications have 
been very positive, particularly the last two 
years,” he says. “They are coming from all over 
the country, and abroad. We’ve had students 
join from Lithuania, Latvia, Italy… The health 

Uni Town

“The first year i was here 
i thought ipswich was 

quite a rough place, but 
now i see it as a peaceful 

friendly sort of place.” 

For many years the concept of ‘going to uni’ has meant leaving the sedate pace of Ipswich and moving 
away to the excitement of a sprawling metropolis somewhere. But since the creation of University 
Campus Suffolk in 2007 the town has seen an influx of students moving here for further education. Simon 
newton heads down to the campus to find out if Ipswich can now provide students from near and far 
with the opportunities and facilities of more established university destinations.
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me. Graphic Design student Louis from Essex 
agrees. “The town does have a feel of being a 
bit isolated and lacking in nightlife,” she says. 
“I have been out in Norwich since I’ve been 
here which is better, but then that is a city.”

Back at the Waterfront building I intrude on 
Dom and Kelly, both from Portsmouth, sitting 
having a coffee outside the café. Being in 
their third years they have seen Ipswich’s 
evolution into a student town. Dom stresses 
how much change he has witnessed. “I’m 
enjoying Ipswich life more than any other year,” 
he claims. “It has got better, there’s a lot more 
people around than there used to be. It was 
quite cliquey in the first year. Now the Athena 
Halls has been built a lot more people from 
outside Ipswich have moved in.

Alex H and Louis

“If you give it a bit of time in a year or two it will 
have changed. With the new student bar you 
will see things change rapidly.”

Kelly agrees that there is still room for Ipswich 
to grow in terms of nightlife. “In terms of how 
busy it is, Portsmouth is better,” she says. 
“Ipswich isn’t really a social town just yet. It’s a 
good place academically – you can get on with 
your studies as there’s not a lot of distractions. 
The student union feels a bit like a rugby club 
to be honest.

I ask Dom if crime, a recurring issue for many 
students, has affected him at all. “Not really,” 
he replies. “The first year I was here I thought 
Ipswich was quite a rough place, but now I see 
it as a peaceful friendly sort of place. In the 

first year there was a bit of crime, a few drug 
dealers knocking about, and a few burglaries. 
Apart from that it’s been pretty good – it’s like 
anywhere else.”

Ipswich waterfront is now a very different place 
to what it was. The uni is beginning to attract 
more students from further afield and in time 
this should influence change in many areas of 
town. If the rate of development is maintained 
we should start to see real variety in the town’s 
nightlife and general amenities to cater for an 
increasing student population. Of course, little 
is certain about the upcoming years as the real 
results of the cuts in public spending manifest 
themselves. But as things look now, Ipswich 
is developing into a town that can offer quality 
education and the lifestyle to go with it.


